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November  1s t & 1 5t h Mee tings @ Zit o’ s

The Newsletter of the Orange County Ski & Snowboard Club

President’ s  Message
     by Stella Plunkett

October in Steamboat

Steamboat Trip Sold Out!!!!
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President’ s Message

If you missed our last club meeting , you
missed a good one.  We had a great turnout
and Joe Holt from Chicks gave us a wonderful
presentation.  He brought several skis and
boots for us to check out and he told us all
about the new designs and styles.  As always,
he brought us a suitcase full of goodies.  We
gave some away that night, but we still have
many terrific items that we will give away over
the next few months.

Check out the  pictures from our Pray for
Snow Party , which was another great event.
Thank you to Vicki Kechekian, who organized it,
and to Vicki Pope and her husband Kevin,  who
hosted it.  We had plenty of great food and a
fabulous dessert table!  When some folks saw
the size of my dessert plate,  they jokingly (I
hope) teased me about being the formerly thin
president.  In any case, it was good to see so
many old friends and some new ones.

Mammoth  is making snow as we speak!
Those words are music to my ears.  They’ve
already got 2” on the ground!  They call it going
from “dirt to snow” and if you want to read about
the process of making snow, check out
Mammoth’s website and look under “livevibe”.
They even have a video.  They give a lot of
interesting facts and details about how danger-
ous and how precise snowmaking is.  Do you
know how cold it needs to be to make snow
according to Mammoth?  (If you are still reading
this article and if you are the first person to
respond via email with the correct answer, you

of Snow Placement.  That manager would have a
hard time reporting to me because, being the
typical woman, I would say “OK put some snow
over here. No. No.  That doesn’t look right.  Can
you move it over here?  How about over there?
Yes.  That’s perfect!”  I am the only person I know
who has rearranged a whole stack of firewood.
Just ask Yvonne.

Be sure to sign up for the Mammoth trips early.
We have to release condos within the time frame
given to us by Mammoth Estates, so that the club
does not incur any losses.  So please check your
calendars.  The Thanksgiving cut-off date is our
next club meeting (November 1); so if you haven’t
signed up yet, bring your checkbook.

Word is we now have a full trip signed up for
Steamboat   in February!  Congratulations to
everyone going and a special congratulations to
Yvonne for a great job in getting this booked for us.
Wish I were going with you!!!  I heard Steamboat
already had a ton of snow.

See you all Wednesday, November 1st at Zito’s...or
see you soon on the slopes!

StellaStellaStellaStellaStella

will win a prize!)
Another thing I
found interesting
when checking
out Mammoth’s
website is the
name of some
of their jobs.
They have a
Director of
Outside Opera-
tions and they
have a Manager

Inside the ‘Tracks’
   ‘Pray for Snow’ Party .................Page 3
        Steamboat T rip Sold Out...............Page 6, 9, 10
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                        New Mt. Bachelor T rip...................Page 6, Attachment
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Kick Of f Mammoth Skiing
Over Thanksgiving W eekend

by Sonny Smith,
Junior Trips Leader

Mammoth Mountain is scheduled to open
November 9th and we have our first trip of
the season over the Thanksgiving week-
end.   We are looking forward to a full season
of great times, plenty of snow, with good
friends.

Every year, each new Board is faced with
what to charge for our Mammoth trips without
going too much in the red. This year is no
exception with increases from the condo
owners and an increase in the local bed tax.
This has made it more difficult than normal.

Faced with these increases your Board had
to make some hard decisions  to keep from
raising prices.

Ø First, the club will no longer have a
drawing for gas cards at our Satur-
day night dinners.

Ø Second, we will no longer supply
any alcoholic beverages  at the
Saturday night dinners.  But, mem-
bers may bring their own alcoholic
beverages to the dinners.   As al-
ways, the Board encourages every-
one to drink responsibly.

Another change is our policy relative to
signups for members who can only go for two
days.  We are requesting these members
sign up for the two-day trips  at least one
month before the trip. We must have a mini-
mum of four people sign up to ensure a full,

two-bedroom condo.  If we do not have four
people to fill a two-bedroom condo before the
cancellation date established by Mammoth
Estates, the club will refund the money to those
members.  Those who don’t want to take a
chance of that happening should consider
signing up for the three-day trip to ensure a
spot on the trip.

Members are always encouraged to sign up
as soon as possible to ensure a spot on
the trips.   Phone or email requests are not
considered reservations.  A reservation is valid
only when the check and application are signed
and delivered to the trip coordinator.  Refunds
are ……

Please see the trip flyer within this newsletter
for pricing and schedule.

       OCSSC Nov-Dec Schedule

          Nov.  1 General Meeting
Nov. 15 General Meeting

Final Steamboat Payt. Due
Nov. 22-25 Thanksgiving Weekend

                             Mammoth Trip

Dec.  2 Holiday Party
Dec.  6 General Meeting (only one)
Dec. 7-9 Mammoth Weekend Trip
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IIIII nspecting the Race Coursenspecting the Race Coursenspecting the Race Coursenspecting the Race Coursenspecting the Race Course
                                     by Anne Barneson, Racing Chair

The most important thing to do
before a race is to inspect the
course.   Since you’re not allowed
to ski the course for “practice,” this
is the only way to avoid surprises.
Show up about a half hour before
your start time and duck under the
rope near the start gate.

There are some rules to follow
when inspecting the course:

1. You must wear your bib.
2. You may not ski through

any gate or through the finish line.  You
       may ski across the course.
3. You may not make linked turns down the

side of course or shadow the gates.  What
this means is that you are allowed to
sideslip or snowplow.  If you are making
parallel turns, stop between them.

There are two types of courses  used in league
racing, slalom and giant slalom.  In slalom, the
gates are set close together and a racer makes a
lot of quick turns.  In giant slalom, the gates are set
farther apart, and the turns are bigger, resembling
those made while free-skiing.

Ideally , you want to develop a lot of speed as
you leave the start gate, quickly settle into a
rhythm, and sail through the gates to the finish
line.  The fastest way to the bottom is usually the
shortest way, which means you will want to turn
early and as close to the gates as possible. Your
inspection will enable you to do this.

First, always look at the start and the first few
gates.  Get an idea of how quickly you will come
out of the start.  Figure out the best way to round
the first gate to set up for the rest of the course.

During your inspection, look for things that will
throw your rhythm off and mess you up.   You
may find several gates down the center of the
slope followed by one at the side.  Or there might
be a gate that doesn’t require a turn, but which
may cause you to build up excess speed.
Where the terrain changes, getting either
steeper of flatter, the spacing of the gates may
change.

In Slalom, there are two special types of
gates.  A Hairpin is two gates set in a vertical
row, requiring two quick turns.  A Flush is three
gates set in a vertical row, requiring three quick
turns.  During your inspection, figure out how to
enter each Hairpin or Flush so you exit in the
right direction to round the following gate.

Lastly , inspect the finish line and the last few
gates.  If you take the right line, you may be able
to pass the last gate or two without turning,
which will greatly improve your speed.

Most import antly , remember as much as you
can of what you see.  Focus on remembering
where the tricky stuff is, so you will be ready for it

Don’t forget to have fun!
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REMINDER: Final S teamboat Payt. due Nov . 15th

We are Steaming Now!We are Steaming Now!We are Steaming Now!We are Steaming Now!We are Steaming Now!
By Yvonne Freeman, Sr . Trip s Leader

Our Steamboat T rip is now Full.  As always we had a great response and filled all
32 spaces.  Now we can all look forward to February.   If you haven’t signed up for trip
insurance , it is only $55 and covers much more than pre-trip injury.  Our final payment
is due November 15th for $350 and that will be your last opportunity to sign up for the
insurance.  It will not be available after the final payment is made.  To check it out, go
to the SkitheWest.com website and click on trip planning to view what the insurance
covers.  Remember, the check for insurance needs to be made payable to Rocky
Mountain Tours.

To whet your Steamboat snow appetite a bit, we can report that the mountain has had
its first snowfall of the 2006-2007 season.  As of October 26, Steamboat’ s mea-
sured snowfall was 47 inches,  with a mid-mountain base of 19 inches and a sum-
mit base of 22 inches -- and the mountain is not even open yet!  Some great videos
are available on the internet at Steamboat Videos - The Official Steamboat Resort
Website.  (The first-page photo in this newsletter is compliments of John James,
snowboard instructor at the resort, and Rosemary & Jack’s son.)

        OCSSC’s Second 2007 Major T rip
In an effort to plan a second major trip  for our 2006-2007 season, I have been re-
searching both Lake Tahoe and Park City, Utah for 3 or 4 days, a long weekend.  I
wanted to include at least three days of skiing and find the best price and accommo-
dations.  However the prices I have found are prohibitive.  The dates I was looking at
were either January 18-21st or March 29-April 2nd.

The good news is that  we have been presented with the opportunity of joining a
FWSA (Far West Ski Association) trip to Mt. Bachelor on that March-29-April 2
weekend for $365, plus air .  Take a look at the flyer attached to this newsletter, which
offers multiple departure options.  If you are interesting in going on this short trip, you
can just sign up as directed with the FWSA  travel agent.  The weekend is in conjunc-
tion with the FWRA  (Far West Racing Association’s) Championship Race.  But, non-
racers, as well as racers, are invited.
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President: Stella Plunkett
pres@ocskiclub.com (949) 495-0312
Treasurer: Vicki Pope
treas@ocskiclub.com (949) 699-2859
Secretary: Anne Barneson
sec@ocskiclub.com (714) 775-0908
Senior T rip s: Yvonne Freeman
seniortrips@ocskiclub.com (714) 375-0420
Junior  T rips: Sonny Smith
juniortrips@ocskiclub.com (714) 530-5238
mammoth@ocskiclub.com
Social Director: Vicki Kechekian
pr@ocskiclub.com (626) 280-3124
Membership: Jane Franz
members@ocskiclub.com (949) 489-8639
Programs: Sid Sawal
pgms@ocskiclub.com (949) 586-0466
Web Master/Publicity: Lou Burgoyne
web@ocskiclub.com (949) 722-2965
Newsletter Editor: Rosemary James
newsletter@ocskiclub.com (714) 738-3532
Race Chairman: Anne Barneson
race@ocskiclub.com (714) 775-0908
Ways & Means: Janice Schafer
ways@ocskiclub.com (714) 731-4961
Orange Council Representative:
councilrep@oc.skiclub.com   (Alt. Board Mbrs.)

  The Orange County Ski & Snowboard Club
is affiliated with the Orange Council of the
Far West Ski Association. Established more
than 40 years ago, our organization is
dedicated to furthering fun and safety on the
slopes, with the added comradery of members
off the slopes.
  Skiers and snowboarders interested in
learning more about our club are invited to
check out our web site, www.ocskiclub.com,
or join us at our club meetings (first Wednes-
days June through September; first and third
Wednesdays, October through May.)

2006-2007
 Board of Directors

Club Privacy Policy
       The Club has the responsibility to insure
members personal information remains confiden-
tial and not available to unauthorized sources.
       No member shall use member information
(name, e-mail, phone, address, etc.) for distribution
 to other parties or for personal gain. This is not
intended to inhibit communication between mem-
bers.
       Only board members who have a need to use
lists are authorized to do so. (Examples president,
trip leaders, webmaster.)
       Abuse of this policy can be grounds for termi-
nation of club membership.

About Us....
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      2006-2007 Race Schedule

Mon.-Fri. Rokka Ski, Board & Race Camp
Dec 4 - Dec 8 Mammoth

Sat.  Dec  9  Rokka 1 GS Mammoth
Sat.  Dec 10  Ullr 1 GS Mammoth

Mon-Fri LA Council Ski, Board & Race Camp
Dec 11- Dec 16  Mammoth

Sat.  Jan 6  Ullr 2  SL Mammoth
Sun.  Jan 7 Rokka 2  SL Mammoth
 
Sat.   Jan 20 Keystone Nationals, SL,
                         Keystone, CO
Sun.  Jan 21 Keystone Nationals, SL,
                         Keystone, CO
 
Sat.   Feb 24 Rokka 3 GS Mammoth
Sun.   Feb 25 Ullr 3  GS Mammoth
 
Sat.   Mar 17 SOCALS (Rokka 4) GS Mammoth
Sun.  Mar 18 SOCALS (Rokka 5) SL Mammoth
 
Fri.     Mar 30 FWRA Championships, Pace Setter  

Mt.Bachelor, OR.
Sat.    Mar 31 FWRA Championships, GS 

Mt. Bachelor, OR.
Sun.   Apr 1 FWRA Championships, SL 

Mt. Bachelor, OR.
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November 22-25, 2006
                          Only   $270
Includes:

· Four- night stay at Mammoth Estates Condos
· Big Thanksgiving dinner and leftovers for days
· Fun times with your ski friends
· Hopefully, lots of snow
· Walking distance to gondola & village
· On shuttle route to Canyon Lodge

Don’t forget to sign up as soon as possible to secure your spot for our first
ski trip of the 2006 / 2007 ski season.  Condo space is limited so sign up
now.

Standard trip cancellation policy and trip rules and condo etiquette apply to this and all Mammoth
trips. Trip signup form, trip cancellation policy form must be signed and money paid in full (includ-
ing dues) before member is assured a spot on the trip.  Lift tickets and transportation are not
included, so ridesharing is encouraged. Travelers share the cost of the gas to keep the overall
cost down. Vehicles used for the purpose of ridesharing must have proper insurance.

THANKSGIVING
AT

MAMMOTH
  

Contact: Sonny Smith
     calwitch@pacbell.net
            (714)  423-1134



ORANGE COUNTY SKI AND SNOWBOARD CLUB

   STEAMBOAT, COLORADO
February 3rd thru 10th 2007

Reduced Price:  $1250 for 7 Nights
Includes:

Lodging at Kutuk Condos (2 & 3 bedrooms)
Ski-in/W alk-out  (only 75 yards to lif ts)
Two out door Jacuzzis on-site
Walking dist ance to Gondola Square/V illage
Just step s to Ski T ime Square’ s dining, entert ainment, shop s

Roundtrip Flight to Hayden (via Denver) from Orange County
Five (5) days of Lift Tickets
Complimentary Evening Shuttle (downtown trips)
Ground T ransport ation to/from Hayden/ plus baggage/tip s
Welcome/Reception Parties

Statistics :  Average Annual Snowfall:  27’ of  champagne powder.
Steamboat has a 3,668’ vertical drop with 3,000 skiable acres, 143 trails,

20 lifts, 5 quad chairs and the Steamboat gondola from the base.

    Travel Insurance is highly recommended.  Reduced to only $55.
Details of Insurance Coverage/Cancellation Policy/Code of Conduct

are all available on the OCSSC web site: OCSkiClub.com

Yvonne Freeman, Sr. Trips         Call: 714-375-0420        E-Mail : yfreeman@yfhome.com
                                                                  CST #207843050

Trip Sold Out!  Sign Up for Wait List  Nov. 1-15, 2006
@ Zito’ s Bar & Grill OCSSC General Club Meetings, 7:30 P.M.

Initial Deposit of $150 for trip, plus Full Payment due Nov. 15th,
 plus 2006/2007 Club Membership Dues  (Two checks, please)



ORANGE COUNTY SKI  AND SNOWBOARD CLUB

  STEAMBOAT, COLORADO
February 3rd thru 10th 2007

DEPOSIT/CANCELLA TION POLICY :
By signing below I acknowledge that I have read, understand and agree to the deposit/cancellation
policy for the OCSSC’s 2007 Steamboat Trip.  I have also received information regarding trip insur-
ance, available for purchase for an additional $65.00 if so desired.

Payment Schedule:

$150.00 at sign-up beginning on July 12, 2006
$375.00 due September 6, 2006
$375.00 due October 18, 2006
$350.00 due November 15, 2006

Cancellation Policy:  Initial deposit of $150 is non-refundable.
Cancellation after other payments is non-refundable unless resold.
All cancellations must be in writing to trip leader, Yvonne Freeman.

Resale Policy:  If trip is resold after airline tickets have been issued, there is a $150 fee to the
airline for the name change on the ticket.

Name changes/corrections are also subject to a $150 fee by the airline, so please sign up for the
trip using the name on your government issued ID (driver’s license or passport).

Travel insurance is highly recommended. If you wish to purchase insurance please include an
additional $65.  Insurance may be purchased at any time up until the Travel Agency, Rocky Moun-
tain Tours, receives final payment.  Coverage becomes effective on the date payment for insurance
is received by the travel agent, Rocky Mountain Tours.

Code of Conduct:  OCSSC reserves the right to decline to accept or retain any trip participant
should such person’s health or general deportment impede the operation of the trip or result in
detriment to other participants of the trip.  No monies will be refunded for any unused portion of the
trip.

___________________________________ ____________
Signature Date






